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Preface 


Arriving on Vancouver Island in the spring of 1988, | was immediately in awe 
of the quantity of unclimbed rock littering the mountains. Having come from 
a place where unclimbed rock is the domain of the elite or the insane it 
seemed that Vancouver Island was to be my nirvana. Since then | have 
enjoyed many inspiring days on the crags, mountains and waterfalls of 
Vancouver Island. | offer my greatest thanks to all the people who have 
shared those adventures with me. A special thanks to everyone who has 
worked so hard in establishing the following areas as the climbing destina- 
tions that they have now become. 


Warning 


Climbing is a dangerous activity. Every attempt has been 
made to ensure this guidebook is as accurate as possible, 
however climbing route information should be treated as 
subjective. This book in no way should be taken as instruction 
or advice in any climbing or rope techniques. The author and 
anyone else connected with this guidebook’s compilation, 
publication and distribution take no responsibility whatsoever 
for anyone using its contents. You climb at your own risk. 
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Introduction 


elcome to the latest climbing guidebook to Strathcona Park 

and surrounding area. The publication of this guide truly 

announces that climbing in Northern Vancouver Island has 
come of age. Alpine climbing has had a long and rich history, espe- 
cially in Strathcona Park. But it has taken the recent surge in popularity 
of sport climbing to muster the energy required for unearthing and 
developing many of the crags now listed within this edition. This labour 
and care by local climbers is becoming increasingly appreciated by a 
growing number of visitors and new residents who are discovering 
Vancouver Island as a climbing destination. 


Scope of this Guide 
Included in this book are the major sport climbing and ice climbing 
areas in the Strathcona Park area of Vancouver Island. 
As a compliment to this, a section is devoted to alpine routes in the Elk 
River area of Strathcona Park, Mt. Matchlee and Victoria Peak. While 
this is not a complete guide to the alpine peaks on the Island it is 
intended to serve as a resource to the more significant peaks while 
work on a guide of larger scope is underway. 


How To Get Here 
Vancouver Island is a huge island, some 500km long and 150km wide, 
lying just off the south west coast of British Columbia, Canada. The 
population centres are concentrated along the east coast of the 
Iskand and can be reached on a variety of scheduled ferry routes. 
Horseshoe Bay BC—Nanaimo 
Tsawwassen BC—Nanaimo 
Tsawwassen BC—Schwariz Bay (near Victoria) 
Seattle WA—Victoria 
Port Angeles WA—Victoria 


Once on Vancouver Island, follow the Island Highway #19 (or the new 
Inland Island Highway if you are reading this around 1998), north 
toward Courtenay and Campbell River. These two towns are the major 
centres around Strathcona Park and provide full services for visiting 
climbers. 


some suggested driving times are; Nanaimo to Campbell River 2 
hours, Campbell River to Crest Lake 1 hour. 
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Grading 
With the diverse application of this guidebook, several well 
established grading systems are employed. For rock routes, the 
Yosemite Decimal System is used, along with the following suffixes 
when applicable; R-runout, X-no protection, S-serious lead. The lead 
protection for sport routes is indicated by: N-natural, F-fixed and M- 
mixed. Routes that have no fixed or natural protection and are usually 
top roped are indicated by TR. Aid climbs are graded A to Ad. 
Boulder grades are also used for short problems, B1, B2 etc.. 


For ice climbs, the standard grades of 1-7 (or is it now 8?) are used. A 
distinction between pure waterfall climbs and those of an alpine or 
mixed character is made using the prefixes WI and Al respectively. 
e.g.: The Happy Warrior: Wi4+ 90m. 


On alpine routes the international numeral grades are used to give an 
idea of overall commitment and time needed on the route. 

0) a climb taking 1 or 2 hours 

dd) ~—sinvolves half a day 

dl) route requires most of a day to complete and descend 

(dV) along day 

(V) route requires at least one bivouac 

(VI) serious multi-day route 


On multi-pitch and alpine routes a technical grade is given for the 
hardest pitch on the climb. 


Star Quality Rating 


To give a relative idea of a route’s quality, 1-3 stars are allocated to 
routes where a consensus was available. Absence of a star is not 
necessarily an indication of its quality, no consensus may have been 
possible. The rating is given relative to other routes in the same area. 
So no comparison is made between Crest Corner and lan’s Gob for 
example. 


Web Site 


Extracts from this guidebook along with information updates can be 
found and posted on the Internet at: 
www.island.net/~alpine/climbisland 
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The Rock 


Vancouver Island has a fascinating geclogical make-up and is of 
great interest to geologists and climbers alike. On the Island can be 
found, sandstone, limestone, basalt and, granite to name a few rock 
types. Most of the low elevation crags such as found at Crest Lake are 
a coarse granitic basalt. This rock is predominant on Vancouver Island 
and makes up most of the higher peaks as well. It is characterized by 
excellent friction, solid rock and few natural cracks (and protection). 
In the south part of Strathcona Park is a group of granite peaks 
around Mt. Myra, the alpine ridges are littered with thousands of 
granite bluffs such as those at Tennent Lake. 


The Weather 


Situated as it is between the open Pacific Ocean and the vast BC 
Coast Range mountains, Vancouver Island’s weather is influenced by 
moist air off the ocean and drier continental air from the mainland. 
Winters are mild and wet and summers, warm with occasional rainy 
periods. This combination can produce some of the best ice climbing 
conditions during December to February and rock climbing in July to 
September. 


Camping and Accommodation 
A private campground operates near Cumberland on Comox Lake. 
There are Provincial campsites at; Elk Falls just outside Campbell River 
on Highway #28, Buttle Narrows also on #28 and, Ralph River on 
Western Mines Road. There are plans for a walk-in campsite at Crest 
Lake. 
Along the trails in Strathcona Park, camping is permitted only at 
designated sites. Once in the backcountry simply use discretion in 
choosing low impact sites. 


There are many motels in the towns of Campbell River, Courtenay and 
Gold River. Check at the Tourist Info centres for details and directions. 
Avariety of accommodation is available at Strathcona Park Lodge, 
40km west of Campbell River on Highway #28. 


Emergency Numbers 
(no charge for these telephone numbers) 


Marine and Air Search and Rescue: 1 800 567-5111 
Forest Fire Reporting: 1 800 663-5555 


Other Emergencies: 911 
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Wilderness Ethics 


Climbers and backcountry travellers have a special duty to 
familiarize themselves with, and practice strict no trace camping 
techniques. By leaving the wilderness untouched by our passage we 
ensure that others who follow will have an experience equal to our 
own. 


Please do not light fires, the presence of firepits is unsightly and the 
collection of firewood at higher elevations places undue pressure on 
the fragile alpine ecology. No fires are permitted at Crest Lake at alll. If 
you do encounter firepits left by those unfamiliar with no-trace ethics, 
take the time to dismantle them. We must not only ensure our own 
passage leaves no trace but also take positive action in caring for our 
diminishing wilderness. Buy a lightweight campstove and use it for 
cooking. Extreme care must be exercised when lighting stoves and 
smoking. A forest fire can be devastating, and many fires start each 
year through carelessness. 


Pack out what you pack in and please take the time to remove any 
garbage left by others. Dispose of all waste with due care to the water 
supply and do not leave toilet paper or other paper products lying 
around on the ground. Crest Lake and the Elk River trail have out- 
houses that should be used. In the backcountry pack paper waste 
out, or carry a small tin can which can be used to burn it in a safe 
manner. At the crags please pay particular attention to disposing of 
tape, chalk spills and cigarette butts. 


Vancouver Island is one of the wettest places on Earth and water is 
rarely far away. The purity of the water supply must be preserved by 
following some simple measures. Never wash dishes with soap, even 
the touted biodegradable soap, nor leave food scraps in fragile 
alpine lakes. Pack out food waste and learn to cook only enough to 
eat. 


Don’‘t swim in lakes with your skin Covered in insect repellent or sun tan 
lotions. Remember that the mountains are the source and headwaters 
for all the rivers on the Island and any pollutants left here will affect the 
entire watershed downstream. Toilet waste should be buried in cat 
holes far from any water supply. Human coliform bacteria in water is 
an increasing global problem. Please help stop the spread of water 
borne bacteria and disease by defecating responsibly. 
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New Routes 


New route development at Crest Lake is overseen by the Crest Creek 
planning committee, comprised of local climbers and BC Parks. New 
Routes must be approved by the committee including the review of 
bolt placements and access trails. This committees recommendations 
should be respected to ensure climbers continue to have a say in 
future development. 


The crags under the powerline are the best candidates for approval 
as their situation is already compromised in terms of impact. The rock 
here is also cleaner than in some other areas. 


Elsewhere there are no restrictions but new development should still 
be undertaken with due care to the surrounding ecology. Bolt place- 
ment in the alpine is strongly discouraged and does not fit into the 
local ethic regarding fixed protection. Please do not add bolts to 
existing routes anywhere. 


Information for inclusion in future guidebook editions should be sent 
along with accompanying photographs and diagrams if possible to: 
Alpine Pacific Images; PO Box 482, Heriot Bay BC. VOP 1HO 
via the Internet: www. island.net/~alpine/climbisland 
or by e-mail: alpine@island.net 


Useful Maps 
The following National Topographic Series (NTS) maps may be 
needed, particularly for the Ice and Alpine Routes. They can be 


bought locally or ordered from the Geological Survey of Canada: 604 
666-0271. 


92 F/11 Forbidden Plateau: for Mt. Washington, Comox Lake, 
Mt. Becher 
92 F/12 Buttle Lake: for Hawkin‘s Peak, Mt. Colonel Foster, Rambler 
Peak 
Mt. Matchlee, Tennent Lake 
92 F/13 Upper Campbell Lake: for Crest Lake King’s Peak, Elkhorn, 
Mt. Colonel Foster, Big Den Mountain, 
92 L/1 Schoen Lake: for Victoria Peak 


Also useful are the following logging road maps: 

Logging and Highway Road Map of Campbell River, Sayward, Oyster 
River and Buttle Lake Area. Published by Campbell River Search and 
Rescue Society 250 923-2500 


Recreation MMaALSEEMEMRO AY Gudsite Ese yascetver Island 11 
Published by Pacific Forest Products (Avenor) 250 283-226] 
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Greg Shea on the first ascent of Into the Sadistic, East Face, Elkhorn. 
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Comox Valley 


Mt. Washington 
Ramparts Creek Crag 
= 


Mt. Becher 


Royston 


#19 


Valley Connector 


What would Canada’s “Recreation Capital” be without some good 
craggin’? The potential around Comox Lake, in particular the Cruick- 
shank Canyon rivals that of the Elk Valley in Strathcona Park, for the 
sheer quantity of rock. So far development has been concentrated on 
the bluffs at the Cumberland end of Comox Lake around Cumberland 
Lake campground and, near Mt. Washington on Ramparts Creek 
Crag. A collection of bluffs on the north side of Comox Lake has 
recently been designated as a park under the name “Comox Lake 
Bluffs”. The potential for confusing this area with a climbing area is 
obvious but the park exists to protect the unique flora found on the 
bluffs and climbing is incompatible with this aim. 


Visitors will notice that Comox Lake is referred to as “Cumberland 
Lake” around that town. Cumberland has a fine climbing wall, lo- 
cated in the Community Centre. 


The Valley Connector is a gravel logging road that links the Comox 
Valley to Port Alberni, and thus also to Tofino and Long Beach. It cuts 
the driving time considerably but is subject to closures for active log- 
ging, floods and shouldn't be considered a sure thing. 


Check the Ice Routes section for details on the ice climbing on Mt. 
Becher and Mt. Washington. 
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Approach: To reach these bluffs, follow the signs from Cumberland 


to Comox Lake and the Cumberland Lake Campground which is 


3km west of the town. Parking is available at the campground from 
where a system of trails lead up into the forest above the lake to the 


crags. The rock is north facing and surrounded by dense forest. 
Routes at each crag are described from left to right. 


A-(see map) Carpel Tunnel Corner: 5.10a 35m corner 


C-Cathedral Rock 
Complex Thoughts: 5.106 layback to roof and face 


M-Main Wall (hidden) 
Unnamed: 5.8 15m Corner 
Unnamed: 5.10qa 20m corner to flake 
Arachnaphobia: 5.9 20m crack to below roof 


W-Waterfall Wall 
Crack an’ Corner: 5.10a 20m crack to corner 
Loose Leaf (above off ledge): 5.10b/c 15m layback 


D-Devil’s Ladder (see map) 
Humping Newt: 5.10a 25m crack 
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Ram parts Creek Crag 


Approach: This crag is found along the Mt. Washington Resort road 
near Ramparts Creek. A new road is under construction but it is good 
to see that the new line will still pass within 200m of the rock. From the 
chain-up area at the base of the road drive for approximately 12km. 
A small lake will be seen on the south side of the road and, the crag 
just in the trees to the north. Park safely out of the way and hike up 
open alpine to the base of the rock. The rock is sandstone. Care 
should be exercised with natural protection which has a tendency to 
strip out of this porous rock. Above the main crag are a series of 
smaller bluffs with excellent bouldering. 


A Unnamed: 5.9 15m face TR 
B Unnamed: 5.8 15m cracks N 
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CAMPBELL RIVER 
UPPER CAMPBELL LAKE 


Elk Falls 


Loveland Bay 
Snowden Forest 


Tres Hombres Wal 


Campbell River 


penstocks 


Elk Falls Park is located just west of Campbell River on Highway #28. 
The highway follows the course of the Campbell River as it leaves the 
town. The highway passes the Elk Falls campground at the 
confluence of the Campbell and Quinsam Rivers, then heads up 
the long “General Hill”. At the top of the hill is a sharp left hand curve 
in the road. Head straight off the highway, on to the sign posted 
road to Elk Falls and follow the directions over the dam to the park- 
ing lot. 


Approach: Trails lead throughout Elk Falls Provincial Park but the 
falls are easy to find. In periods of high run off, this dam controlled 
falls roars with a water volume that has to be seen to be believed, 
but usually during the summer the river is reduced to a trickle. Should 
you hear a siren however......leave. 


Access to Tres Hombres Wall and other bouldering areas on the north 
side of the Campbell River is from the lookout trail, find a safe place 
to cross the river! The base of Elk Falls Wall is reached by rappel or 
downclimb the Ramp. No fixed anchors. 


Tres Hombres Wall 


Ne 


A Faulty Towers: 5.8 8m TR 


B The Thin Side: 5.9+ 8m TR 
- C The Middle Man: 5.9 10m TR 
“< D Arete: 5.10d 10m arete! TR 
E Righthand Man: 5.7 10m face TR 


Attention 
tock climbers 
hazardous conditior 
Siren may not 
be audible 
~Within canyon , 
below falls. 


BChydro & 


+ 


aus Faus dsc 


A Unnamed: 5.9+ 20m TR 

B Ramp: 5.0 20m 

C Unnamed: 5.6 18m TR 
i D The Falls Factor: 5.8 30m M 
*** ~ E Coronary Bypass: 5.9 30m TR 


(aka. Jungle Book) 


Upper Campbell Lake 
and the Elk River 


Mia Falls Campbell 


Big Den Min. | , 


Elk Mountain 


w > B Buttle 
Narrows 


Heading westward on Highway #28 from Campbell River, you even- 
tually reach Upper Campbell Lake and follow its shore to the en- 
trance of Strathcona Park at the Elk Portal. There are hundreds of 
bluffs and cliffs strewn across the hillsides above Upper Campbell 
and Buttle Lakes. 


Hawkin’s 


King’s Peak Peak 


| Park’s HQ 


On the west shore of Upper Campbell Lake, the Elk River Timber 
Company road takes a shorter line from Strathcona Dam to the Elk 
River in Strathcona Park. This road gives access to the Upper 
Campbell Lake Walls as well as Big Den Mountain and King’s Peak. 
Take care when travelling on any logging road, yield to log trucks at 
all costs, there’s plenty of time for boldness on the routes. Remember 
to keep headlights on. 


Campbell Lake Walls 


Approach: From the sign posted junction on Highway #28 head 
toward Strathcona Dam. Take a left to cross Upper Campbell Lake 
on a trestle bridge. Drive around the lake heading south to the base 
of the cliffs 10km from the bridge. The ERT Rd. does rejoin Highway 28 
in the Elk River valley 27km from the trestle bridge. 


- A Peak Preview: 5.7 100m N 
Start on the left side of a prominent buttress. Climb on to a ledge. 
Leave the ledge on the right and continue direct to a tree belay. 


f B Level Headed Lunatic: 5.106 150m N 
Start in a square-cut chimney in black rock. Climb up to belay in a 
large alcove. Leave the alcove on aright trending ramp to along 
corner. Climb the corner finishing by leaving it to the left. 


Descend by rappel or walk off fo the south back down to the 
ERT road. 


awkin’s Peak 


if 
| 


| 


| -_ @ @. Buttle loke Pork's HO 
Approach: Park on wide shoulder along Western Mines Road. 
Start to the left of the above picture. Head up through second 
growth and try to link stands of old growth in a rising rightwards 
traverse to the base of the corner. Hiking up directly from the road 
arrives at a boulder strewn slope and is slow going. 


*** A Curiosity Killed The Crack: 5.8R 80m M 
Climbs the back of the striking yellow corner above Park’s HQ at 
Buttle Narrows. Runout climbing on very clean slab to 1/4” bolt 
belay. Continue up corner then traverse out left across slab to big 
firs. Descend by rappel. Views! 


John Put cruising his route, Rainbow Warrior 5.106 Joint Wall, 


Crest Lake. 


CREST LAKE 
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Climbing at Crest Lake 


The highest concentration of sport climbs on Northern Vancouver 
Iskand are found on the numerous basalt crags scattered around 
Crest Lake, on the west boundary of Strathcona Park. For years this 
area was a backwater of local climbing with only a handful of 
routes on the more accessible bluffs. Within the last few years how- 
ever development has skyrocketed with over a hundred routes 
established to date. 


BC Parks has been quick to respond and help facilitate the surge in 
visitors by: providing parking, toilets and overseeing a committee of 
local climbers to manage further development. Please respect the 
posted regulations regarding fires, camping, parking and new route 
development when visiting Crest Lake. Climbing areas around the 
world are often subject to control by non-climbers unfamiliar with 
our particular needs. The local climbing community does not want 
to jeopardize the input BC Parks has afforded us in this model of 
cooperative planning. 


The closest Provincial campground to Crest Lake is at Buttle Narrows, 
Camping is not permitted at Crest Lake. The town of Gold River is 
only15km to the west on Highway #28 and full services including 
campsites can be found there. 


The Crags are concentrated in three main areas; the Crow’s Nest 
area which includes all the crags east of Crest Creek and north of 
the highway, the Powerline area which includes all the crags south 
of 

the highway and, the original crags west of Crest Creek and north 
of the highway. An excellent network of trails winds throughout the 
area as depicted on the map on the opposite page. The two main 
trails referred to in the text are the Powerline trail and the Crow’s 
Nest (Forest) trail. 


Most of the more popular routes have fixed belay stations at the 
top. In many cases these anchors have been provided at individu- 
al’s own expense so please do not remove any hangers. For infor- 
mation on proposed route development, bolt drilling and any 
problems 

encountered, call Brent Blackman at BC Parks 1-800 663-7867, 
John Put for the Heathens Mountaineering Club (604) 283-7359 
(area code 250 after October 1996), or contact the author through 
the address listed at the front. 
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Skid Row is a collection of bluffs tucked in the trees between Crest 
Lake and Mud Lake. It is easily reached from the Elk River Timber Co. 
road on a trail , 200m south of the bridge over the creek connecting 
the two lakes. The first crag reached is the Basement just 100m into the 
dark forest from the road. Follow a trail along the base of the rock to 
reach the West Wall. 


West Wall 


A Bakbakwalanusiwa: 5,.11C 


12m strenuous face TR 
** —_ B Resin Scraper: 5.9 25m 

small roof to face TR 
** ~~ © Come On Jam: 5.106 10m 

steep crack N 
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Crest Creek Crag 


Crest Creek Crag is the ideal introduction to climbing at Crest 
Lake and is easily found on the north side of Highway #28 over- 
looking Crest Creek. It catches the early morning sun and dries 
quickly after a rain shower (or two). 


*** A Reaching Out: 5.10a 25m face 
* B Three Little Pigs: 5.8 25m crack to face 
** © Levitation: 5.9 25m crack to face 
*** —D Red Earth: 5.9+ 25m face 
** —— E Mental Support: 5.9 25m 
ig F Slanted Thoughts: 5.7 25m wide crack 
i G Pulsar: 5.10c 25m face 
*** —H Crest Corner: 5.8 25m corner to crack 
. I Biseptimus: 5.10a 20m roof to crack 

J Jugular Pump: 5.10a 15m roof to crack 
7 K Wishbone Lefthand: 5.98 15m face to crack 
L Wishbone Righthand: 5.9 15m crack 
** ——M Shady Maple: 5.7 20m corner to arete 
*** —N Collaboration: 5.106 20m face 


“SSE22S2°Z2ESES557" 
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Doug Sheer, on Red Earth 5.9+ Crest Creek Crag, Crest Lake 
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Crag In The Woods south 


—— A oy al i. = * i 


Crag in the Woods is found on the east side of Crest Creek, along 
the Crow’s Nest trail. Immediately on the east side of the Highway 
#28 bridge over the creek, locate the trail and follow it in to the 
forest. The crag is ~200m from the highway. The trail arrives at the 
crag with the south side to your right and the west side wrapping 
around to your left. 


HX 


A Early Morning Shadows: 5.7 friction to bulge 

B Mosstrosity: 5.10c 12m small roof and face 

** CC Forest Gem: 5.7 12m small roof and crack 

‘ D Meia Lua: 5.10c 14m small roof and face 
Var. Me A Loser: 5.10a 

E Squirrel Corner: 5.5 
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| Ba In LIne Woods west 


" A Aesthetically Inclined: 5.11a 10m steep face F 
B Short and Sweep: 5.7 10m bouldery Bl 
C It Doesn’t Need A @*&S%!4 Name: 5.7 10m crack N 
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Cougar Rock 
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Continuing just 100m further east along the Crow’s Nest trail past 
Crag in the Wocds is Cougar Rock. 


A Dusty Corner: 5.7 8m corner 

B Raining Needles: 5.10d 10m face 

C Mission Immossible: 5.1008 10m tiny crack 
D Raven Song: 5.11b/c strenuous face 

E 5.8 Climbing, 5.11 Bugs: 5.8 8m crack 

F Girl On A Burl: 5.7 8m crack 


** 


** 


Z2qz272 
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We lree Edge 


Two Tree Edge is the next crag past Cougar Rock heading east on 
the Crow’s Nest trail. 


* 


TR 


A Navigator: 5.1 1a 6m face 


B Edge Grimley: 5.10c 7m face 

C Windfall Corner: 5.7 8m corner 

. D Rattle Flake Shake: 5.106 8m face 

i’ E Walk Around The Block: 5.8+ 8m crack 
F Right On The Edge: 5.6 6m corner 


zz22n 
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Crow’s Nest south 


Tne Crow’s Nest is easily visible from Highway #28 at the sweeping 
corner around Crest Lake. It can be reached by a short trail directly 
off the road and ~100m right of the south side or along the Crow’s 
Nest trail from Crag in the Woods. 


KK 


A Levis: 5.8 35m corners to roof N 
B Gypsy Fair: 5.10aS 35m face to roof N 


* 
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oe ~ ¢ as 
Donna Hartford leading Levis 5.8, Crow’s Nest, Crest Lake. 
Photo: Paul Rydeen 


38 downloaded from: www. wildislemagazine.bc.ca 


Crow’s Nest east 


The east side is split in to two levels. The routes are clearly seen from 
the trail coming up from the highway. If approaching along the trail, 
from Crag in the Woods, you arrive at the top of the climbs, a trail 
winds down to the base. 


A Azen Wave: 5.8 27m face 
TR 
B The Route Of Mall Evil: 5.8 12m 
C Endangered Faeces: 5.10a 6m crack 
D Lysistrata: 5.7 8m corner crack 
E Transformer: 5.106 face and crack 
F Faithhecaler: 5.9 crack 


** 


ZAazzz2 
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The Dune 


iin i} 


The Dune is the huge boulder set up above the Crow's Nest and is 
easily seen and reached from there. 


A No Fun Intended: 5.6 8m chimney N 
B Kwisatz Haderach: 5.11d face to crack M 
C Draught Dodger: 5.10d face TR 


HR 


* 
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The Attic is tucked up in the forest above the Dune. It can be 
reached from the Crow’s Nest by following a short trail up over some 
mossy rocks. 


o A Rear View Mirror: 5.11a 15m face TR 
B Pearl Jam: 5.6 15m cracks 


** 


N 


* 


C Grit Expectations: 5.8 10m cracks N 
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eerewey Rock 


Gateway Rock is found underneath the powerline on the south side 
of Crest Creek. From the pipeline crossing, scramble up the rock step 
and follow the trail east past Sluice Wall and up to the base of Gate- 
way Rock at Lonely Roadside Baggage. 


* 
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A Greg's Crack: 5.9+ 10m crack N 
B Lonely Roadside Baggage: 5.7R 18m crack and face N 
C Old Boys: 5.6R 18m crack to face M 
D Sex With Knox: 20m roof to crack 

E Equinox: 5.10d steep face to crack M 


F Simianese Liberation Army: 5.10c 15m flake & corner F 
G Flight of the Sasquatch: 5.10a 18m crack N 
H Metamorphosis: 5.10d 18m steep face F 
I Stairway to Heathen: 5.10a 18m face to arete F 
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Emerald Wall and Sunset Roof 


n A 


Emerald Wall is hard to miss as you pull off the highway into the main 
parking area, as it looms under the powerlines. To reach Sunset Roof 
and Emerald Wall, follow the trail from the pipeline crossing along the 
base of the black rock to Sunset Roof and then up hill to the Emer- 
ald Wall. Trails also run up the left side to the top and from the top of 
the Wicked Pitch.. across a narrow ledge to the base of Emerald 
Wall. 


A Wicked Pitch of the West: 5.10c/d 8m steep crack N 
** —_ B A2 Brute?: A2 12m 
** CC Dr. Bolt: Al 15m 
D Sasquatchewan: A2+S 15m 
E The Rise and Fall of Sleeping Dog: A2+5 12m 
F A Scar is Born: A2+ 40m discontinuous cracks 
** — G Emerald City: A2S 35m obvious flake crack 
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Along with Sluice Wall, Joint Wall holds some of the best routes at 
Crest Lake. Its situation overlooking the creek and lake adds much to 
the climbing experience. Access depends on water volume in Crest 
Creek. In high water, take the Powerline trail from the pipeline cross- 
ing. The trail passes Sluice Wall and leads to the top of Joint Wall. 
Rappel down to the start of routes A-C or on to the ledge just above 
the creek for routes D-F, there is a bolt station between E and F at the 
ledge. When the creek dries up, hike across the creek bed to the 
base. 


il A Golden October: 5.10d 20m steep face TR 
B Ya’ Bin Fishin’?: 5.9+ 25m corner to face and roof 
C Karmacide: 5.10a 25m face to roof 

D Joint Effort: 5.8 50m corner crack to strenuous roof 
E Rainbow Warrior: 5.106 50m crack to face and roof 
F Hand’s Off: 5.10c 50m crack to steep face and roof 
*** — G Whitewater Rodeo: 5.9 40m cracks 


SSS2R2 


Sluice Wall 
*** ~~ H Widowmaker: 5.10d 27m steep arete to bulge 
1 Yellow Ribbon: 5.11a 26m face to steep crack 


** 


Be 
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Sluice Wall is found close to Crest Creek delta at Crest Lake. It can 
be reached when the creek is dry, or at low water by crossing the 
creek bed to the base of the wall. At high water, follow the Powerline 
trail from the pipeline crossing east until a spur trail on the left drops 
down to the wall. 


*** A Widowmaker: 5.10d 27m face to bulge 

** —_B Yellow Ribbon: 5.11a 26m face to roof crack 

*** ~—C Nobody’s Business: 5.10a 25m corner, crack & face 
a, D Captain Planet: 5.98 22m face 

*** — E Earthly Delights: 5.9 22m cracks to face 

**  F Sluice Crack: 5.8 20m crack 


Ze2enms 
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i 
os . ci) Dan ‘ 
Paul Rydeen sampling some Earthly Delights 5.9 Sluice Wall, 
Crest Lake. 
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Narcissus Wall 
ee “ [= =H See 


Narcissus Wall rises out of Crest Lake and is arguably the most 
atmospheric of all the crags in the area. The base of the routes can 
be reached either by self powered boat or by rappelling from the 
top which is reached on the powerline trail. 


*** A Ferryman: 5.11a 50m+ stem to steep face TR 
*** —B Raptor: 5.11d 60m steep arete TR 
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The Projects are on the north side of the highway, right by the road. 
From ~150m east of the Pipeline Bridge, find a very short trail to the 
base of the crag behind a thin line of trees. 


West End 

A Probability: 5.10d 8m small roof to steep face M 
B Cyborg: 5.10c 10m steep flake and face 
C Dreamsicle: 5.10a 14m ramp to face 


He 


1 


East End 

D Basalt Direct: 5.11d 5m variation steep face 

hg E Basalt With A Deadly Weapon: 5.10b 25m face 
F Wall Street: 5.7 25m crack to arcing ramp 

G Weasel: 5.10a 25m crack with small roof 

H Knickerbocker: 5.9 23m face 

I Cream Puff: 5.7 22m face to corner 


Ze2z2zz2n 
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Pet Projects 


Wak 3 ; 4 —¥ 


The trail to the top of the Projects east end passes underneath the 
left end of this small steep crag. 


* 


A Perlon Perversion: 5.9 8m steep crack 
B Open Project: ~5.11+ 
C Vario: 5.10a 8m steep face 
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Crag X and Black Crag are the place to be for an evening climb. 
They face west and with their sunny exposure are some of the fastest 
crags to dry out. Follow the old logging road on the north east side of 
the Pipeline Bridge. The trail to Black Crag heads off to the right in 
~150m and the trail to Crag X also on the right after a further 150m. 


.. A Intents City: 5.11c 20m steep face 

" B X Rated: 5.8 30m ramp 

*** ~~ C Rock Your World: 5.12a 25m Steep face 
D Ramp Route: 5.5 40m ramp 

E Chestpiece: 5.116 15m roofs to face 

F Indecent Exposure: 5.9 18m face 

G Degenerative: 5.8 15m 

H Backstage: 5.6 18m shallow gully 

i I Exhibitionist: 5.8 18m face 


Azz x 2ZzAzHq 
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A Blowdown Slab: 5.6 12m slalo TR 

B Open Project 

*** — C Black Streak: 5.8 25m face M 
D Cowboys and Chokermen: 5.8 25m face M 

* E Faith and Friction: 5.7 15m slalo F 

F Pitch and Put: 5.7 10m slalo F 


Other Crags 


Kids Corner and Highway 28 Boulder 
Kid’s Corner is located on the south end of Crest Creek Crag and 
Highway 28 Boulder further around the trail facing the highway. 


King’s Throne 
Outcrop above Crest Creek Crag. 


Pipeline Edge 

Head out of the main parking lot south toward the pipeline and this 
short wall is in front of you. There are two short boulder problems right 
by the pipeline crossing as well as several excellent routes on the 
distinctive black rock to the right. The best of these is: 

i We're Not in Kansas Anymore: 5.10c/d 15m crack 

Climbs the main, often wet crack 10m right of the pipeline crossing. 
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Philio Stone, first ascent of Marblerock Express 5.11a 
Marblerock Canyon. Photo; Greg Shea 
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TENNENT LAKE 
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Tennent Lake 
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Dragonfly Wall 


Following the trail to Mt. Myra from Tennent Lake, Dragonfly Wall is 
passed right beside the trail next to two tiny lakes. There are several 
other excellent cliffs around this wall that have yet to see any routes 
established. 


oe A Robin's Boots: 5.7 20m left corner to roof N 

* B 29 Psalms: 5.9 20m face TR 

. C Dragonfly Dance: 5.9 25m finger crack to face N 
D Han Solo: 5.6 25m cracks 

Showland 


Just 100m to the west of Dragonfly Wall. 


Marty’s Meander: 5.7 15m face 
? Scantily Clad: 5.8 12m face to crack 
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Sandbag Lake 


Overview 


Sandbag Knoll 


Crescent 


othe Tablets 
a a 


he, 
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Approach: To reach Sandbag Lake, follow the Mt. Myra trail from 
Westmin to the dam on Tennent Lake. Continue along the trail south- 
ward through the alpine meadows. Pass Dragonfly Wall and up a 
steep gully that leads on to an alpine ridge. This sour ridge heads 
south to join the main Myra-Thelwood divide and the trail passes right 
by Sandbag Lake at its outflow. Approximately 5 hrs. from Westmin 
with overnight packs. 


The summit of Mt. Myra is easily reached by following the trail from 


Sandbag Lake as it swings southeast along the Myra-Thelwood divide 
and then up a steep gully to the top. 


56 downloaded from: www. wildislemagazine.bc.ca 


The Tablets 


, : 
frail te Mt Myre Outlaw Rock. 
yay —— i 


The Tablets are 200m below Sandbag Lake right on the Mt. Myra trail 
and are distinctive because of the rock’s square cut features. Outlaw 
Rock can be found 150m west of the trail, slightly downhill. 


7 A No Guru, No Method..: 5.7 10m hand crack N 

Outlaw Rock 

Colonic Cracks: 5.10d 12m thin crack to corner N 

° Alpine Outlaws: 5.10c 14m small roof to flake N 
Fever Pitch: 5.11b 10m roofs to easy crack TR 
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Crescent Dome 


Crescent Dome is a small outcrop on the north east end of Sandbag 
Knoll. It is clearly visible from the trail at the dam on Sandbag Lake. 
Protection is all natural on these routes. Many of the routes around 
Sandbag Lake were soloed on first ascent so no protection notes are 
given. 


A lan‘s Gob: 5.2 10m slab 

B The Intuitive Edge: 5.5 15m face to crack 

C Crescent Crack: 5.5 12m finger/hand crack 
D Tom’s Tailor: 5.8 8m cracks 

E Arc of Dreams: 5.7 8m crack 


** 
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Sandbag Knoll 


A Sandbag Corner: 5.9 10m corner 
B Misfortune: 5.106 10m off-width 

i C Jacob's Ladder: 5.6 12m crack 

*** —D 7075: 5.9 15m arete 

E The Knoll: 5.5 10m flake 

F Joshua Scree: 5.5 10m face 

G Welsh Crack: 5.7 8m crack 

H Paper Crack: 5.6 8m 

| Dambuster: 5.6 25m ramp to corner 


downloaded from: www.wildiskemagazine.bc.ca 59 


Curtis Lyon, Boston Falls Wi4+, Mt. Becher. 
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Boston Lake, Mt. Becher 


Refer to the map on page 16 


Approach: From near the top of the chair at Forbidden Plateau Ski 
Area find the sign posted Mt. Becher trail. Follow the route of the trail 
to the junction with the trail across to Paradise Meadows. Continue 
on the left fork towards Mt. Becher. At the base of the ridge that the 
trail takes up on to the peak, there is a clearing and lookout. From 
here, traverse leftward across the slope in to Boston Lake. 


** A Strangler’s Tea Party: WI3 100m 
Climbs a gully with two short steep sections. 


** — BUnnamed: WI3 75m 
A variety of lines possible up this wide sweep of ice. Trend right 
toward the top. 


*** —-C Boston Falls: WI4+ 125m 

Starts in the chimney to the right of the main falls. Head left across 
wide ledge to base of the main second pitch. Short vertical curtain 
to finish. 


4 D Shrapnel Chute: WI3 150m 
Climb directly up the chimney and gully right of Boston Falls. 
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Mt. Washington 


fram 


Linton's Oe, 
sort 4 1 


Refer to the map on page 16 


Approach: Fastest from ski area. Take Blue or Whiskey Jack chair and 
follow Linton’s Loop to saddle overlooking North East cirque on ski 
area boundary. Drop down steep slope and traverse keeping close 
to the cliff base. Alternatively approach from Micro wave station 
near ICBC corner on the old Ski Area road. Some seventeen routes 
have been climbed along the cliff varying from grade 2/3 to 5 and 
between 1 and 2 pitches. Mt. Washington is a low elevation moun- 
tain so conditions will vary yearly. 
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Tennent Lake 


Refer to the map on page 54 


Tenement Walls: Hidden in trees on north side of cat track just 200m 
before reaching the dam on Tennent Lake. A variety of lines have 
been climbed or await an ascent from slabby ice to vertical pillars. 
Wall is ~40m high and looks to have incredible rock potential as well. 


*** ~The Happy Warrior: WI 4+ 90m 

Climbs the waterfall draining Sandbag Lake. Follow the route of the 
Mt. Myra trail to below the steep gully that climbs up to Sandbag 
Lake. Leave trail route and continue traversing from the gully base 
along the bottom of a steep cliff to the falls. Easier first pitch to 
perched belay and vertical upper pitch. Look for rock to belay and 
rappel off. 


Hawkin’s Peak 


Howkin's Peak 


ihe Crack 


Buttle Lake 


Refer to the map on page 23 

** — Alceshrooms: WI4 100m 

Climbs steep falls inside back of canyon. Approach direct up hillside 
from Western Mines Road. 
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Other Areas 


Mt. Arrowsmith: Several single and multi-pitch routes form right 
above the Mt. Arrowsmith ski area road. They are north facing and 
due to their high elevation fairly reliable in forming most winters. 
There is a gate on the road which may not be open when the lift 
area is closed. There are climbs both before the gate and several 
kilometres beyond. 


Upper Campbell Lake: Many of the bluffs found around Upper 
Campbell Lake have seepage which freezes in a cold snap. 
Because of their proximity to the lake and the comparatively low 
elevation it does take a long hard period of cold weather for 
anything to form however. See the map on page 23. 


Gold River Canyon: Several routes have been climbed in the 
Gold River canyon between the town and the pulpmill site at the 
head of Muchalet Inlet. Access is from the road which the water- 
falls flow right past. 


Elk Falls: Although the falls themselves are often flowing at a high 
rate during the winter, the surrounding canyon walls have more 
gradual seepage which can freeze into some steep ice. Several 
routes have been climbed around the Elk Falls area. 
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Sheahan Wilson descending from the South Summit of 
Mt. Colonel Foster. 
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Approaches: From Elk River Timber Company logging road: in dry 
weather the fastest access is up the creek bed draining the south 
east flank of the mountain. With water flow in the creek a route 
parallel to the creek some 500m east works best. By scouting from 
Highway #28 first, a line avoiding as much of the nasty burn-bush as 
possible in the lower part can be figured out. The following routes are 
reached from this shoulder. 


Summer Routes 

East Ridge: 4th class 
From the shoulder, to the south east, a steep scramble up a gully, 
(may require a rappel on the descent depending on the party, snow 
etc..) leads onto the ridge crest which can then be followed to the 
summit plateau with occasional 4th class steps on good rock. 


** Perimeter Ridge: low 5th Class 500m (ll) 

Reached by traversing in to the north east cirque from the south east 
shoulder. Some loose rock in the gully getting on to the ridge. Easy 
scrambling with a choice of short 5th class steps near the top. 


Winter Routes 

** The Great Escape: Al3 400m (ll/IV) 

Access on the same traverse as Perimeter Ridge. The cirque is very 
exposed with a ski jump lip over Mia Lake. 3 pitches with short difficul- 
ties lead to steep chimney on pitch 4. Pitches 4&5 mainly steep 
snow. The mellow terrain on the summit plateau and descent route 
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Kin U ’S Pi eak 2065m North Aspect 


King’s-Queen’s .. 
Cole 


Approach: On the King’s Peak trail from Elk River Timber Co. Road 
(see map page 68) The trail climbs up the steep forested slope to 
enter a flat hanging valley just below the alpine. The trail continues 
bearing left to follow the steep walled creek canyon into a lower 
meadow. In winter and spring the meadow can be reached by a 
steep gully up the right side of the hanging valley, avoiding ava- 
lanche exposure in the canyon. From the lower meadow, either take 
the long snow gully direct to the North Glacier (also exposed to 
avalanche hazard during winter and early spring) or head right into 
an upper meadow and take a long gully onto the Queen’s Ridge. A 
traverse to the leff near the top of this gully leads onto the North 
Glacier. Once on the glacier or Queen's Ridge the route to the 
summit is via the King’s-Queen’s col. Also possible from Elkhorn via 
the connecting ridge or the basin between the two peaks. 
Summer Routes 


*** —N_ North Ridge: low 5th class 700m (Il) 

Access from North Glacier by hiking up moraine on to ridge crest. An 
initial steep Ath class section onto a knoll leads to easy ground. Pass a 
key hole notch with 5.4 moves and 4th class on the upper ridge. 


ig P  Pauper’s Buttress: 5.7 (2pitches) 300m 

From the glacial moat, pull over a small roof (5.7) and climb direct to 
tiny belay perch. 2nd pitch has some 5.7 moves giving way to a long 
Ath/low 5th class scramble to the top. 


** J Jester: 5.8 (2 pitches) 100m 
A beautiful corner hidden behind Northern Lights. Reach from the 
glacial tongue between the two main buttresses. 
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North Aspect 


Queen’s Ridge 


*** —T Tea With Her Majesty: 5, 8 300m 
Obvious wide crack and chimney system left of Jester. 


** NL Northern Lights: 5.10c 300m 
Steep buttress with several variations possible at different grades. 


The Ramparts 


The Ramparts. are reached on ine west side of the North Glacier below 
the shoulder north of the Queen’s Ridge. The summer hiking route runs 
over the top of the cliff and a short gully leads off the ridge to the 
base. 
7 A Two Degrees: 5.10b 50m crack 
. B Squadron 51: 5.9 50m crack 
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Elkhom 2195m 


North Aspect 


Approach: From the Elk River trail, reached on Highway 28. At a 
point 

2km from the trailhead, the ERT comes close to a wide gravel bar in 
the Elk River. Above, on the east side the steep canyon of Elkhorn 
Creek can be seen rising up. Cross the Elk River and pick up a well 
worn and flagged route that leads high above Elkhorn Creek on to 
the west ridge. Continue along the ridge to reach the base of the 
North West Ridge or traverse round to the right on a snowfield to the 
base of the West Coulior. There is an alternative route from the Gravel 
Bar camp 10 km up the Elk River trail. A flagged route follows the right 
side of a steep creek then traverses in to join it near treeline. Join the 
creek and then make a long traverse to the north to the west snow- 
field or head up direct to the base of the South Ridge for climbs on 
the south and east faces. 


Summer Routes 

*** North Ridge: 5.8 400m (ll) 

A classic arete. Reach by traversing North Glacier from west ridge or 
from King’s Peak along the connecting ridge. 


i North Face: ~5.8 300m (III/IV) 

A serious and excellent route that takes a direct line from the North 
Glacier between two gullies on to the Upper Glacier with several 
steep pitches on to the summit. 


** North West Ridge: low 5th class 400m (Il) 
An easy and enjoyable climb starting on the crest of the ridge from 
the west ridge approach. Keep to the north side to bypass the gen- 


AaEMe THEN (eI AR SAS NER SERPS ES SELOS: 


East Aspect 


: West Coulior: low Sth Class 250m (ll) 

From the centre of the west snowfield, enter the base of a wide gully 
capped with a huge chockstone. Take a tiny ramp on the right in to 
a little cave and chimney up above the chockstone. Continue 
scrambling direct up the gully system, heading left near the top. 


** South Ridge: low 5th class 600m (Ill) 
Follow gullies and chimneys along ridge to South Summit. 


** Into The Sadistic: 5.106 500m (lll) 

Starts up parallel cracks on the far right side of the tiny South East 
Glacier. Continue direct up an incredible black chimney to easy 
ground. 3rd Class trending left to a series of aretes and corners on to 
the East Ridge. Above, the ridge looks serious but alluring. Descend 
gullies on climber’s left with 5 raps back to SE Glacier. 


** North East Face: 5.7 400m (ll) 
Approached from Cervus Creek. Follow rock along curving coulior. 


Winter Routes 

: Winter Needle: 5.7 Al4 200m (ll) 

Climb North West Ridge to gendarme. Traverse across Upper Glacier 
to climb a gully parallel to the North Face. 


** West Coulior: Al2 250m (lll) 
Follows the summer route with steep snow covering the rock. 
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Mt. Colonel Foster 2135m 


North East Aspect 


Highway #28. To either South or North cols, traverse around Landslide 
Lake on south shore. To North Col, head directly up moraine and 
through timber to slide basin and on to the alpine shoulder. To South 
Col, ascend snow gullies or low Sth class slabs depending on snow 
cover to South Glacier and South Col. An alternative route to the 
South Col is to continue up the Elk River to near Elk Pass and hike over 
satellite peak, descending gullies to South Col. Descend via South or 
North Cols or rappel West Face. 


Summer Routes 

** ~~ $C South Summit via South Col and South Gullies: 
Al2-4th class 300m from South Col to South Summit 

From the South Col two parallel gullies lead directly up to the South 

Summit. When full of snow these gullies are fast but with no snow are 

more difficult, with exposed rock steps and lots of loose gravel. Easier 

gullies can be reached by heading round to the south west side from 

the col. These gullies join the South Gullies at a shoulder from where 

the rest of the climb is a steep hike to the South Summit. 


** $B Snow Band Route: Al2 5.10 800m (ll) 

Approach as for the South Col but leave the South Glacier on a sour 
glacier that rises under the South Summits. A couple of rock pitches 
lead on to the Summit Glacier and joins the Summit Traverse near the 
gendarme. Can also be used as a descent route off the mountain 
with a couple of rappels over the rock step. Exposed!!! 
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East Aspect 


** CC Cataract: 5.8 1350m (IV) 

400m of 4th/low 5th class up lower of two parallel gullies leads to an 
incredible rappel down to lip of cataract. 20 pitches 4th class -5.8 lead 
to a glacial arete and on to the summit ridge near the gendarme. 


ae He East Face (Culbert Route): 5.8 1100m (IV) 

Start up a triangular rock formation bounded by gullies, in to lower 
basin of the Grand Central Coulior 4th/low 5th class. Traverse right, out 
toward buttress crest and continue to the Main Summit, 4th class-5.7. 


aPF, - I Into The Mystic: 5.10a 1200m (V) 

2, 5.7 pitches lead to long ledge across buttress toe, head to left end. 
Above, sustained 5.8-10a for 13 pitches past roofs and steep ribs leads 
to easier 10 pitches to North East Summit. Fast descent down gully on 
west side from col between NE Summit and the NW Summit. 


*** Summit Traverse: 5.8 2200m (III/IV) 

Most aesthetically done from north end, starting up North Buttress on 
the North Tower. Descend in to col between Tower and North West 
Summit with two rappels. Continue along ridge crest keeping to the 
west side until the Main Summit. Several rappels and 5.6-8 pitches are 
then required to reach the South Summit. Descend to South Col. 


West Central Buttress: 5.8 4th class 450m (lll) 
Approach by traversing from the South Col. Climbs the prominent 
buttress on West Face, leading onto the Summit Ridge between the 


Main summit and the Gendarme 
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North Tower, 2s 
North West Aspe a J os 


“wane 
*** NB North Buttress: 5.8 400m (ll} 
Excellent rock and excellent protection for 6 pitches of 5.6-8, lead to a 


ledge. There are several options up a short, steep wall ~5.9-8 leading 
to the summit boulder garden. Two rappels down West Face. 


** LB Lost Boys: 5.9 175m (ll) 

Climb an easy ramp and ledge system out of the coulior to the base 
of asteep chimney. Climb cracks up right wall ~5.6-7, to reach a 5.9 
arete. 


WF West Face: 4th/low Sth class 100m (1) 
Steep rock. Exact details unknown. Can be descended with 2 rappels. 


Winter Routes 
*** ~~ GC Grand Central Coulior: Al 4 1000m CVI) 
Follows coulior to Main Summit. Also climbed in spring conditions. 


ane ID Dirrettissima: Al4 1000m (V) 
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Rambler Peak 2105m nor aspect 


Approach: On the Elk River trail from Highway 28. Follow the ERT to 
the bridge over Landslide Creek. Hike 200m up the open rock slab 
and leave the ERT on a flagged route up the Upper Elk Valley. This trail 
crosses the Elk River to the east bank and then continues underneath 
the huge walls of Rambler to Elk Pass. The North Col can be seen 
along this route and is the start of the North Buttress. For the West 
Buttress, continue hiking in to the basin below the west face where 
the toe of the buttress is readily identified. Rambler is also on the 
popular traverse route from Westmin through to the Elk River and can 
be reached this way as well. 

CARE! There can be an extreme hazard from avalanches pouring off 
the cliffs on Rambler, on to the upper Elk River Trail, with any amount 
of snow cover. The crossing on the Elk River can be difficult in high 
water. 


Summer Routes 

* NB North Buttress: low Sth class 400m (ll) 

Approach from the upper Elk River trail by striking directly up into the 
col below the buttress from the trail. Excellent rock, several low 5th 
class pitches. Continue along ridge crest to the summit. 


*** —WB_ West Buttress: 5.6 650m (Ill) 

Start up between two waterfalls on 3rd class terrain. Climb gullies, 
cracks and chimneys along ridge crest until forced to make an 
exposed traverse rightwards on some loose rock to a chimney. The 


ChIMNEY APE Ade GRAN AA WMI SerK BREDA byo pitches to, 
the top. Descend South East Gully to Elk Pass or rappel route. 


Mt. Matchlee 1806m_ __sothaspect 


Approach: From Gold River, head south on the Ucona Road and 
follow it into the Quatchka Creek valley. Near the end of the road look 
for a rough path leading down into a small stand of old-growth around 
the creek. In this stand pick up the overgrown Matchlee trail and 
follow it through thick bush into an avalanche basin below the moun- 
tain. Two options lead up to the glacier. To the left a long wide gully 
and to the right a narrow trail winds up exposed rock and steep forest. 
Summer Routes 

: E East Ridge: 5.6 350m (ll) 

Avoid a steep section on the left to start. Return to ridge crest, climbing 
a slab and chimney to a distinctive band of rock. Above, easier to top. 


Mee Fickle of Pickle: 5.7 250m (Ill) 
Start up ramp at base of North Coulior heading left onto ridge crest. 
Pass a large alcove to reach a slab then cracks and an arete to finish. 


*** NB North Buttress: 5.7 250m (lll) 

Begin at the base of the prominent buttress up cracks and face. Pass a 
series of ledges to several pitches of grooves and corners. Flakes to 
top. 


** ——NW_ North West Ridge: low 5th class 450m (Il) 
A classic and easy scramble. A couple of low 5th class pitches, lots of 
Ath class and good exposure! 


Winter Routes 
i NC North Coulior: Al2/3 250m (ll) 


Climbs the prominent gully direct with a few steep bulges. 
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Valerio Faraoni rappelling down the West Coulior on Elkhorn in 
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Victoria Peak Approaches 
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Approach: Victoria Peak can be reached from the north east from 
the town of Sayward and from the south west via Gold River. Sayward 
is 90 minutes drive north of Campbell River on the Island Highway #19. 
Take the turn off to the White River Court gas station and into the 
Macmillan Bloedel yard. The White River mainline leaves the yard to 
the west and following it for ~40 minutes arrives under the north side 
of Victoria Peak. Approaching from the south, leave the town of 
Gold River on Nimpkish Road, at a bridge 10 km north of the town 
drive down West Road to Twaddle Lake. Roads run high on this side of 
Victoria Peak and there are several options on to the South Ridge. 


Summer Routes 


*** A North East Buttress: 5.8 400m (lll) 
Eight pitches direct up the buttress crest, good protection solid rock. 
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South Aspect 


** —_ C West Ridge: 4th class 800m (Ill) 
A long and easy scramble, best reached from White River approach. 


D East Ridge: 4th class 300m (Il) 
Straightforward scramble, traverse across boulder field to main sum- 
mit. 


i E South Face: 5.4/4th class 300m (ll) 
Standard route from Gold River approach. Start up a short steep 
corner (5.4) to easier climbing toward the top. 


Winter Routes 

*** —B North Face: 5.10 Al4 300m (IV) 

Approach from Victoria-Warden col. Steep mixed climbing up ice falls 
and rock bands. 5.10 pitch near the top. First ascent party did not 
complete the route to the summit. 


North Aspect 


WERE 
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Alpine Route First Ascents 


Big Den Mountain 
First Ascent: Unknown 


First Winter Ascent: 

East Ridge: Unknown 

Perimeter Ridge: Philio Stone, Jacki Kiancher, 19 Sep. 1991 

The Great Escape: Chris Lawrence, Philip Stone, 11-12 Dec. 1990 


King’s Peak 
First Ascent: W. R. Kent, W. W. Urquhart 1913 or 14 


First Winter Ascent: Unknown 

North Ridge: Mike Walsh, Bob Tustin 1971 

Pauper’s Buttress: Philio Stone, Julie Micksch, 5 Aug. 1992 
Jester: Lyle Fast, Corrie Wright, Melissa de Haan, Sep. 1988 

Tea With Her Majesty: Jan Neuspiel, Amanda Howe, Sep. 1995 
Northern Lights: Philiod Stone, Robin Slieker, 23 Aug. 1990 


Elkhorn Mountain 
First Ascent: A.O. Wheeler et al 1912 


First Winter Ascent: P. Busch, A. Watts Feb. 1968 

North Ridge: Joseph Bajan, T. Muirhead, D. Smith $. Wazny 1972 
North Face: Joseph Bajan, P. Busch 18 Jun. 1977 

North West Ridge: A. O. Wheeler et al 1912 

West Coulior: Unknown 

South Ridge: Joseph Bajan, R. Facer 1971 

Into The Sadistic: Philip Stone, Greg Shea 18th Sep. 1993 

North East Face: Tim Rippel, Jun. 1985 

Winter Needle: Randy Pearce, Rod Walker, Feb. 1996 

West Coulior (winter): P. Busch, A. Watts Feb. 1968 


Mf. Colonel Foster 
First Ascent: Mike Walsh Jun. 1968 
First Winter Ascent: Joseph Bajan, Ross Nichol, 28-31 Jan. 1978 
South Gullies: A. Slocomb, Robinson 1936 
Snow Band Route: Joseph Bajan, Mike Walsh, Jun. 1974 
Cataract: Philip Stone, Sarah Homer, 6-7 Aug. 1988 
East Face: Richard Culbert, Paul Starr, Fred Douglas, Aug. 1972 
Into The Mystic: Chris Lawrence, Philio Stone, Corrie Wright, 10-11 Jun. 1989 
Summit Traverse: Mike Walsh, Joseph Bajan, 1973 
West Central Buttress: Sandy Briggs, Ignaz Fluri, 5 Jul. 1991 
North Buttress: Scott Flavelle, Perry Beckham, Aug. 1977 
Lost Boys: John Put, Fred Put, Sep. 1989 
West Face (North Tower): Mike Walsh 1968 
Grand Central Coulior: Rob Wood, Doug Scott, Greg Child, Jan. 1985 
Dirrettissima: Joseph Bajan, Ross Nichol, 28-31 Jan. 1978 
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Rambler Peak 


First Ascent: R. Facer, B. McDowell 1964 
North Buttress: Mike Walsh, 1975 
West Buttress: Chris Barner, Paul Rydeen, 26 Jul. 1990 


Mt. Matchlee 
First Ascent: Norm Stewart 1938 


First Winter Ascent: R. Johnson, J. Gresham, D. Newman, Jan. 


1987 

East Ridge: John Put, Fred Put, 1983 

Fickle Of Pickle: R. Johnson, D. Newman 13 Jul. 1986 

North Buttress: Fred Put, John Put, 6 Jul. 1985 

North West Ridge: Fred Put, John Put, 29 Jun. 1985 

North Coulior: R. Johnson, J. Gresham, D. Newman, Jan. 1987 


Victoria Peak 


First Ascent: Syd Watts, Otto Winning et al. 1950's 
North East Buttress: Greg Foweraker, D. Newman, 1986 
West Ridge: Unknown 

East Ridge: John Roberts et al 

South Face: Syd Watts, Otto Winning et al, 1950’s 


North Face Py pies N&taBIS Alpine Routes 


Red Pillar 
North Buttress: 5.6 300m (Il) 
FA: Lyle Fast, Chris Lawrence, Fraser Koruluk Aug. 1987 


Golden Hinde 
South Face: 5.4 300m (ll) 
FA: Jim Sandford, D Newman J Gresham 30 Jul. 1983 


North Ridge: 5.9 300m (lll) 
FA: Joseph Bajan, P McEwan 1970's 


South East Coulior Winter): Al2 250m (ll) 
FA: Chris Barner, Philip Stone, Robin Slieker 24 Feb. 1993 


Rugged Mountain 
East Ridge: Al2 low Sth class 250m (ll) 
FA: George Lepore, C Smitson Sep. 1959 


South West Face: 5.6 700m (ll) 


FA: Sandy Briggs, Don Berryman 27 Jun. 1987 
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PO Box 482 

Heriot Bay BC. 
Canada VOP 1H0O 

+ www.island.net/~alpine 
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TRIATHCONAD 
CUTREIGTERS 


We carry a complete line of hiking, camping, biking, 
climbing, snowshoe and ski equipment & rentals. 
Also available; guide & trail info. 


688 Island Highway 
Campbell River, B.C. 
VOW 2C3 
Tel (604) 287- abivy (He?) Fax (604) 287-7354 


* Ara ode will cheng after OSS ie (es) 
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